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At the news of his coming the Boer fanners shouldered their
rifles, mounted their horses, and rode hard to Krugersdorp to
hold the passes through which the raiders would have to make
their way. Dr. Jameson and his troopers were caught in a
trap. In vain they tried to dodge the Boers and get round the
hills in another direction. Finally, as they tried to break
through at a defile called Doornkop, they found themselves
between the cross-fire of the best marksmen in the world. The
game was up. Having lost eighteen killed and with about forty
wounded, Dr. Jameson could do nothing but surrender to
Commandant Cronje and the fanners.

The sensation caused by this event was profound, not only in
South Africa, but throughout Europe. Against Rhodes espe-
cially, who, not without some justice, was suspected of
engineering the conspiracy, there was a great outcry from
all those who had long disapproved of his bold policy of
expansion in South Africa, and of his high-handed methods
generally. He was compelled to resign the position as Cape
Premier, being succeeded by Sir Gordon Sprigg. The constitu-
tion of Rhodesia was changed, and he was no longer chairman
of the Chartered Company. Except in Kimberley, where he
was always idolized, he lost at one blow the confidence of the
British people in South Africa and much of his power as an
1 Empire-builder.1

President Kruger had all the cards of the game in his hands,
but it has been admitted by even his bitterest opponents that in
those days of excitement following the Raid he behaved with
moderation. Sir Hercules Robinson, the High Commissioner,
who on behalf of the Imperial Parliament had repudiated the
action of the Raiders and forbidden any British subjects to
assist them, offered his services to the republic as mediator
between that Government and the reform party, and the offer
was accepted.

Eventually the prisoners were handed over to him, the
unpleasant task of punishing them being thrown upon Great
Britain. Meanwhile Colonel Rhodes and seventy of the